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downs might be expected to occur where there is exposure to two dif-
ferent cultures. (See Devereaux, 19393, for an extended defense of this
particular theory of schizophrenia.)
One observer (Lopes, 1932) in Brazil reports that the natives there
who have been exposed to European culture in the cities develop schizo-
phrenia, whereas the peoples of the Brazilian interior, outside the range
of Euro-American culture, have few if any psychoses, and these few rather
of the circular sort. It has also often been said that dementia praecox
occurs more frequently in India in those communities where the popu-
lation has been in longer and more intimate contact with European cul-
ture.
Even though data on schizophrenia among primitive or non-Euro-
American cultures are scarce, apparently the grosser forms as we know
them occur very infrequently. And, when they do, they appear to be
related to two important background factors: sense of isolation and men-
tal conflict.
Paranoid behavior, on the other hand, is reported in many societies. In
some it is definitely culturalized. Yet on examination of the evidence one
has difficulty in fitting some of the features of such behavior into our
traditional categories.
Among the Ekoi of West Africa, the practice of black magic, with its attendant
belief in malevolence among even close relatives, produces a frame of mind which
resembles that of the paranoiac in our own society. The fear of such magic is so great
that any untoward event is likely to be laid to sorcery. And there is a maniacal dread
that even the nearest kin may secretly practice sorcery on one. Talbot (1912) cites a
number of cases. One of these, Chief Nenkui, suffered from.a paranoidal fear of
sorcery to such an extent that he drove two of his own wives and their children into
horrible tortures and inflicted great misery on many of his subjects. As widespread
as this fear is* as often as its consequences appear in overt acts, it still remains
in terms of Ekoi culture an act demanding prescribed treatment. A system of ritualistic
procedures has grown up for dealing with- the sorcerer who stimulates others to this
violent behavior. But among the Ekoi the paranoidal violence is evidently not con-
sidered pathological in our sense.
Another illustration of the importance of cultural definitions for un-
derstanding individual behavior is found among the Dobu of New
Guinea, where the entire society is dominated by an amazing paranoidal
fear of sorcery. A white man in our own society who believed and acted
as a Dobuan does would be put down as definitely insane. (See Fortune,
1932.) Some aspects of the life and culture there are as follows:
Among the Dobu, exogamic groups regard each other as manipulators of the dread
black magic; hence on marriage one always comes into an enemy group whose mem-
bers continue through life to be one's deadly and unappeasable foes. Almost every
ordinary act is colored by the fear of evil magic which may operate against one. Thus